
Mayer State Park 

People Working Together on the River  

Grant House 

                A Story of  Partnership 

 In 1957 two petroglyph boulders were removed from their 

original location near the modern day The Dalles Dam prior to 

inundation and relocated to the Grant House at Fort Vancouver. 

For the next 60 years, the boulders were located one on each 

side (east and west) of the central footpath that leads up to the 

Grant House.   

 In 2021, the Wana Pa Koot Koot Cooperating Group            

collaborated to return the boulders to their home on the        

Columbia River. This was a joint effort successfully undertaken 

by Tribes, States of Oregon and Washington, and Federal   

Agencies. This is just one example of how these groups work 

together to  find mutually acceptable solutions. 

People 
Working 
Together on 
the River
Addresses impacts to cultural 
resources at Bonneville, The 
Dalles, and John Day pools.

• 4 federal agencies

• 4 tribes

• 2 state historic 
preservation offices

Partnership with the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department to  

educate the public on Treaty Rights and how to safely and respectfully 

recreate on the landscape. 

ARPA Signs to protect cultural 

and archaeological resources 

and alert the public . 

Trail modifications including revegetation efforts to enhance habitat, 

and signage to redirect the public to approved paths away from resources     

requiring protection. 

 Wana Pa Koot Koot has a history of working with others and forging long-lasting relationships. In order to effectively manage 

historic properties, the FCRPS Cultural Resource Program was created in 1997 as a jointly-administered effort overseen by the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, and Bonneville Power Administration to address NHPA section 106 

compliance. Work is guided by a programmatic agreement for management of historic properties affected by the operation and 

maintenance of the FCRPS.  

 Despite the technical description of the working groups, the work is only successful through the establishment of meaningful 

relationships. These relationships are successful in large part due to the willingness of Tribal Members coming together with 

the Federal Agencies and finding a path of mutual trust and respect.  

Wana Pa Koot Koot:  

Grant House and the locations of the two recovered boulders with petroglyphs. 

Other partners we often work with. 

Educational sign at Columbia Hills State Park explaining how petroglyphs were  successfully returned to the 

river. 

Members of the Wana Pa Koot Koot Cooperating Group 

 The location of Mayer State Park has a long history of occupation and use by 

Tribes. This is evidenced by the archaeology present, and by the continued use of 

Tribal members practicing their traditional rights to this day.  

 Impacts from active recreational use (windsurfing, unmaintained trails and loss 

of vegetation) had resulted in adverse impacts to cultural resources. 

 Mayer State Park represented a unique opportunity to partner outside the Wana 

Pa Koot Koot Cooperating Group with Oregon Parks and Recreation Department to 

ensure that Tribal Treaty Rights were protected while still creating space for recrea-

tion by the public.  

 Through this partnership, the Wana Pa Koot Koot Cooperating Group was able to 

participate in the drafting of Archaeological Resources Protection Act signs, provide 

preference and expertise on trails that should be closed and trails that could remain 

open, and created a location where Tribal Treaty Rights could be exercised, native 

vegetation could be reestablished, and public recreation could coexist. 


