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N E Z  P E R C E  T R I B E ;  B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ;  U S  A R M Y  C O R P S  O F  E N G I N E E R S ,  W A L L A  W A L L A  

D I S T R I C T ;  I D A H O  S T A T E  H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F F I C E

2 0 2 0  
L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  N e z  P e r c e  

Tr i b e  t o  t h e  U S  A r m y  C o r p s  
o f  E n g i n e e r s  ( U S A C E )  W a l l a  
W a l l a  D i s t r i c t  C o m m a n d e r  
R e q u e s t i n g  a  C o o p e r a t i o n  

G r o u p  S p e c i f i c  t o  D w o r s h a k  
D a m .

1 9 6 1  
I n i t i a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  N o r t h  F o r k  
C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  
i n  1 9 6 1  b y  J o h n  O s m u n d s o n .  M r.  

H a r r y  W h e e l e r,  a  N i m i i p u u  w h o s e  
f a m i l y  h a d  l i v e d  i n  t h e  A h s a h k a  

a r e a ,  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
h o w  s o m e  o f  t h e  s i t e s  w e r e  u s e d  

e t h n o g r a p h i c a l l y.  I d a h o  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  ( I S U )  r e c o r d e d  1 6  N e z  
P e r c e  v i l l a g e  a n d / o r  c a m p  s i t e s  
o n  a r e a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r.

L i m i t e d  e x c a v a t i o n s  w e r e  
c o n d u c t e d  a t  B r u c e ’s  E d d y  

( v i l l a g e  a n d  f i s h i n g  s i t e ,  n a m e d  
T i m í i m a p  a n d  s h o w n  b e l o w ) ,  a t  
A h s a h k a ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  N o r t h  
F o r k  C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  p r i o r  t o  

i n u n d a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 3 .

2 0 2 1
T h e  G r o u p  r e c e i v e d  s u p p o r t  

f r o m  U S  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  
E n g i n e e r s  N o r t h w e s t e r n  

D i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  F i r s t  
U n o f f i c i a l  T i m í i m a p  M e e t i n g  

w a s  H e l d  v i a  W e b E x .

2 0 2 2
T h e  F i r s t  O f f i c i a l  T i m í i m a p  

M e e t i n g  w a s  H e l d  i n  N o v e m b e r  
2 0 2 2  a t  t h e  U S  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  
E n g i n e e r s  W a l l a  W a l l a  D i s t r i c t  

O f f i c e .

Accompl ishmentsA h s a h k a  C e m e t e r y  –  
1 0 C W 1 1 8

E l k  C r e e k  M e a d o w s  –  
1 0 C W 5 8 2 / 5 8 4 ,  1 0 C W 5 8 3 ,  

1 0 C W 5 8 5 ,  1 0 C W 5 8 7

M a g n u s  B a y –  1 0 C W 1 5 0 9  &  
1 0 C W 1 5 1 0

2 0 2 4
T h e  G r o u p  h a s  F i n a l i z e d  

a n d  S i g n e d  Tw o  
Tr e a t m e n t  P l a n  F o r m s ,  

C o m p l e t e d  1 0  
D e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  

E l i g i b i l i t y,  S h o v e l  Te s t e d  
A b o v e  t h e  H i g h w a t e r  L i n e  

a t  M a g n u s  B a y,  a n d  
M o n i t o r e d  2 6  S i t e s .

1 9 7 7 - 1 9 9 6
N u m e r o u s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d i n g  

s u r v e y  a n d  t e s t i n g  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  
D w o r s h a k  D a m  p o s t - i n u n d a t i o n .  I n  1 9 7 6  

a n d  1 9 8 8  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o  ( U I )  
c o n d u c t e d  a  s u r v e y  a l o n g  t h e  p o s t -

i n u n d a t i o n  s h o r e l i n e  o f  D w o r s h a k  R e s e r v o i r  
a n d  “ l i k e l y  a r e a s ”  t o  c o n t a i n  c u l t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s .   

L a t e r,  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( W S U )  
c o n d u c t e d  p e d e s t r i a n  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  

d r a w d o w n  z o n e  i n  1 9 8 9 .  W S U  r e c o r d e d  1 6 6  
n e w  s i t e s  a n d  i s o l a t e s  a n d  r e e x a m i n e d  f o u r  

p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  s i t e s .  
S u b s e q u e n t l y,  t h e  N e z  P e r c e  Tr i b e  C u l t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e  P r o g r a m  ( C R P ) ,  c o n d u c t e d  
i n t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  d r a w d o w n .  T h e  C R P  

r e c o r d e d  1 5 1  s i t e s  a n d  8 5  i s o l a t e s  a n d  
r e c o m m e n d e d  2 5  s i t e s  a s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  

l i s t i n g  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  
P l a c e s .

E a r l y  s u r v e y  a n d  t e s t i n g  s a w  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  a r t i f a c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s e r v o i r.  

C u r r e n t l y,  t h e  U I  c u r a t e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 2  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  D w o r s h a k  D a m  P r o j e c t .  L i m i t e d  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  s t o r e d  a t  t h e  D w o r s h a k  D a m  

a n d  V i s i t o r s  C e n t e r.

1 9 9 7 - 2 0 2 0
D w o r s h a k  D a m  

P r o j e c t  w a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  P a y o s  K u u s  

C u u k w e  
C o o p e r a t i n g  G r o u p .

I n  2023 ,  a s  a  re s u l t  o f  s u bs u r face  
te st in g ,  th e  N ez  Pe rce  Tr ib e  C RP  

com b in e d  11  p re conta ct  s i te s  at  Ma g n u s  
B ay  into  two  la rge r  s i te s .  Th e  T im í im a p  

coop e rat in g  g rou p  h a s  p la n n e d  a  p h a s e d  
a p p roa ch  to  t re at  th e  s i te s  at  Ma g n u s  

B ay.

Ph a s e  I :  I n sta l l  s ig n a ge  at  th e  n e a rby  
m in i - ca m p  to  h e lp  p reve nt  u n a u th or i ze d  

re cre at ion  a ct iv i t ie s .  

Ph a s e  I I :  Pe r form  co l le ct io n s  
re h a b i l i tat ion  a n d  a n a lys i s  o f  co l le ct ion s  

f rom  th e  s i te s  at  Ma g n u s  B ay  m a d e  in  
th e  1970s .  Th e  a n a lys i s  a n d  

re h a b i l i tat ion  wi l l  h e lp  in form  a n  
a p p rop r iate  Ph a s e  I I I  wh ich  m ay  in c lu d e  
a  reve getat ion  p la n  o f  n at ive  p la nts  at  

Ma g n u s  B ay.

Th e  T im í im a p  C oop e rat in g  G rou p  
h a s  a g re e d  to  in sta l l  a  gate ,  s ig n a ge  

at  m in i - ca m ps ,  a n d  p rov id e  p u b l i c  
e d u cat ion .  Th e s e  ef fo r ts  w i l l  h e lp  to  

p reve nt  u n a u th or i ze d  OHV t raf f i c  
a n d  p rov id e  p u b l i c  e d u cat ion  on  th e  

ef fe cts  f rom  a n d  e nforce m e nt  o f  
d r iv in g  a n d  ca m p in g  in  th e  d raw-

d own .  Th e  m e s s a ge  wi l l  b e  s p re a d  
by  in sta l l in g  s ig n s  a n d  im p le m e nt in g  
a n  on l in e  ca m p a ig n  u s in g  th e  USAC E  

Dwors h a k  Da m ’s  Fa ce b ook  p a ge .   

T h e  T i m í i m a p  C oop e rat in g  G rou p  a re  
a d d re s s in g  a d ve rs e  e f fe cts  to  th e  

A h s a h ka  ce m ete r y  (10C W118)  th rou g h  a  
p h a s e d  a p p roa ch .  

Ph a s e  I :  Th e  N ez  Pe rce  Tr ib e  C RP,  u n d e r  
contra ct  w i th  USAC E,  w i l l  co n d u ct  

in fo rm a l  a n d  form a l  inte r v iews  wi th  th e  
A h s a h ka  co m m u n i ty  m e m b e rs  a n d  

N o rthfo rk  Pre s by te r ia n  ch u rch  com m itte e  
to  ga in  in s ig ht  into  th e  va r io u s  

t re atm e nts  th at  wou ld  b e  a p p rop r iate  to  
im p le m e nt  at  th e  ce m ete r y.  

Ph a s e  I I :  Th e  T im í im a p  C oop e rat in g  
G ro u p  wi l l  d i s cu s s  th e  re com m e n d at ion s  
m a d e  by  th e  C RP  a n d  com m u n i ty  d u r in g  
Ph a s e  I  a n d  ch o s e  th e  m ost  a p p rop r iate  
t re atm e nt  to  im p le m e nt  in  a  Ph a s e  I I I .
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