
Second choice: In the example above, instead select 

Call in and use your phone to call into the webinar. A window 
will pop-up with your meeting Call in information.

Note: The incoming call may be listed as POTENTIAL SPAM.

Last choice: Use Computer for Audio. Connect 
a headset to your computer for best results. 

Welcome to BPA’s AUG Webex Meeting!

Note: Your audio is muted upon entry.

Audio 
instructions

Use to mute 
and unmute

Use to 
express emotion

Use to view 
participant list 
and chat panel

Preferred choice

+1-415-XXX-XXX

XXX XXX XXXX #
XXXXXX #
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Agenda

10:00a – 10:10a         Come together, meeting norms, roll call – David Lee

10:10a – 10:30a         New Ag Energy Audit Measures Resource Walk-through – David Lee

10:30a – 10:35a         SPIF program implementation – Tom Osborn

10:35a – 10:50a         Self-funded policy for Marijuana grow EE project submissions – Lita Mahan

10:50a – 11:00a         Customer Utility Feedback on Marketing Opportunities – Tom Osborn
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Ice Breaker

If you were a 
vegetable or a fruit, 
what would you be 
and why?
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Ag Sector Team Members

David Lee, Ag Sector Lead/Program Manager

Ben Mabee, Planning & Evaluation

Dick Stroh & Travis Wood, Engineering

Tom Osborn, Sector Tech Lead, Engineering

Dena Hilde, EER Liaison

Rachael Ettelman, Marketing Support

Lita Mahan, COTR

Jonathan Farmer, Ag Program Support Specialist 2 

Larry King, Ag Program Specialist 



B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

❖ Became effective October 1, 2023

❖ 7.8.1 Ag Energy Audit Screening

❖$150 per site

❖ 7.8.2 Ag On-site Energy Audit (must 
complete 7.8.1 prior to proceeding)

❖Up to $15,000 (minus outside funding)

❖ No savings measures that should lead to 
identifying and implementing other Ag 
program UES measure and custom 
projects that have energy savings. 

BPA Agriculture
Energy Audit Measures
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What is an Ag Energy Audit?

❖ Identifies/Analyzes Ag energy efficiency 
opportunities
❖  Irrigation system/hardware upgrades/conversions

❖  VFDs for pumps, pump efficiency upgrade opportunities

❖  Lighting upgrades

❖ Follows American Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers          

     (ASABE) 2009 standard

❖ Performed by a CEM, USDA NRCS TSP, P.E., or 
experienced Ag Energy Auditor



B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

❖ Irrigated Crops

❖ Dairy

❖ Livestock or Poultry Farm

❖ Indoor Ag Grow/Greenhouse/Controlled 
Environment Ag Facility

❖ Vineyard

❖Any other Ag Operation

Where?
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❖ For the Utility
❖ Creates pipeline of customer energy efficiency projects

❖ Assists in EEI spend planning

❖ Helps your members

❖ For the Ag Producer

❖ Comprehensive Energy Audit Report

❖ Business case for Ag Producer to make financial decision on implementing EE projects

❖ Energy and O&M cost savings

❖ Available utility incentive

❖ Available funding sources

❖ Enables implementation of low cost measures

❖ Assists in planning for capital projects

❖ Completes necessary step to get USDA Rural Energy for America (REAP) grant or loan

Why do it?



BPA

Ag Energy 
Audit 
Measures
Resources

Located at BPA Document Library:
bpa.gov/energy-and-services/efficiency/document-library

https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/efficiency/document-library
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Live Walk-through of

Measure Resources

❖ Ag Energy Audit Screening Form

❖ ANSI/ASABE Audit Standard – Performing on Farm Energy Audits

❖ BPA Ag Energy Audit Guide/Standard

❖ ASABE Guide to Energy Consultants – May 2022

❖ Ag Energy Audit TSP Resources

❖ ODOE Audit Program
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❖ Benton PUD used a SPIF strategy to influence contractors 
to install connected thermostats.

❖  They held back some of the rebate funds, and offered a 
SPIF of $50 for each thermostat installed.

❖  Had an agreement with two commercial HVAC 
vendor/contractors with a limit of 100 thermostats each.

❖  It worked well! The vendor contractors installed 200 
thermostats and depleted the utility’s allocated SPIF in 2 
months.

SPIF (Sales Performance Incentive Fund)
An incentive that encourages a sales representative to sell a specific item or 
group of items. The term is often used as a synonym for the word "bonus." 

Could the SPIF strategy work for VFDs, sprinkler packages, other measures?
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BPA GUIDANCE
Hemp and Marijuana
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❖ Washington, California, Oregon and Montana have 
adopted laws legalizing the cultivation, distribution and 
sale of marijuana. 

❖ As a federal entity, BPA follows the legal direction provided 
by the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Department 
of Justice as it pertains to marijuana-related business 
loads.

❖ Because the cultivation, distribution and sale of marijuana 
remains prohibited by federal law, federally owned, 
controlled or administered resources may not be purposely 
provided to facilitate the commission of a federal offense. 
As a result, BPA’s guidance regarding energy-efficiency 
activities related to marijuana-related business load at this 
time is as follows: 
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❖ The cultivation, distribution and sale of marijuana remains 
prohibited by federal law, federally owned, controlled or 
administered resources may not be purposely provided to 
facilitate the commission of a federal offense. As a federal 
entity, BPA follows the legal direction provided by the U.S. 
Department of Energy and the U.S. Department of Justice as it 
pertains to marijuana-related business loads. 

❖ Though BPA will not provide funding or support for measures 
or projects involving marijuana-related business load, BPA 
will allow customers to report self-funded activities that meet 
the rules and requirements of the Implementation Manual. 

❖ For more information see, Clarification on BPA’s Energy 
Efficiency Programs and Marijuana.
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❖ The BPA policy on cannabis projects allows the COTR 
and QC review of self funded cannabis projects for 
compliance and engineer review.  

❖ BPA cannot provide support for the development, 
analysis, or entering the project in BEETS 

❖ If a utility submits the project in BEETS as self-
funded, we are allowed to review the project to 
ensure it meets our requirements to count the 
energy savings.  

BPA Engineers and COTR 
guidance is as follows:
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*For more information, see Hemp in the Energy Efficiency Program 
and Hemp FAQ

❖ BPA’s Energy Efficiency Incentive, or EEI, dollars can 
now be used for energy-efficiency projects at facilities 
involved in the cultivation, processing, and sales of 
hemp and hemp-derived products in states with U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, or USDA, approved hemp 
plans. 

❖ Hemp and hemp associated load is allowed for energy 
efficiency program participation in states where such 
activities have received USDA approval. 

❖ As of January 1, 2022, all states within the BPA service 
territory have USDA-approval for hemp production. 
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❖ The 2018 Farm Bill removed hemp from the controlled substances list and retained USDA regulation of 
hemp production. USDA issued an interim rule governing production of industrial hemp on October 29, 
2019. This rule requires states and tribal entities to submit a plan for USDA approval prior to 
implementation. 

❖ Based on this change in the rules governing hemp, BPA will no longer exclude hemp and hemp associated 
load from our energy-efficiency program in states where such activities have received USDA approval. 

❖ As of January 1, 2022, all states within the BPA service territory have USDA-approval for hemp production. 

❖ BPA will take no proactive steps to ensure individual program participants are compliant with USDA 
regulations, nor will we proactively seek to ensure that program participants are compliant with other 
state and federal regulations governing the sale or manufacture of hemp derivatives. This allowance 
includes all hemp cultivation, processing, manufacture, and marketing of hemp and hemp-derived 
products (inclusive of hemp-derived products containing CBD). 

❖ Eligibility for a project is based on the date USDA approved a state’s plan. Projects with completion dates 
on or after the USDA plan approval will be accepted.
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❖ California March 22, 2021

❖ Idaho November 1, 2021

❖ Montana January 1, 2022

❖ Nevada May 28, 2021

❖ Oregon January 1, 2022

❖ Utah November 11, 2020 

❖ Washington November 19, 2019

❖ Wyoming February 20, 2020

State Hemp Plan
USDA Approval Dates



BPA

Utility Feedback

BPA is looking for a few 

good stories to 

promote and share!

BPA
Farmer Felipe Jimenez sees pay-off from irrigation 
upgrades - Energy Trust BlogEnergy Trust Blog

Success Story

https://blog.energytrust.org/farmer-felipe-jimenez-sees-pay-off-from-irrigation-upgrades/?category=industry-a
https://blog.energytrust.org/farmer-felipe-jimenez-sees-pay-off-from-irrigation-upgrades/?category=industry-a
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Questions?
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